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ASEAN-IPR FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION (FGD)
THE ROLE OF ICT AS A TOOL IN MITIGATING CONFLICT 
AND FOSTERING PEACE
Monday, 25 January 2021

	 he ASEAN Institute for Peace & Reconci-
	 liation (ASEAN-IPR), in collaboration with 	
	 the ASEAN Studies Center held a Focus Group 
Discussion (FGD) with the theme of “The Role of In-
formation Communication Technology (ICT) as a Tool 
in Mitigating Conflict and Fostering Peace”. The FGD 
was divided into two sessions and discussed a num-
ber of pertinent issues under ICT. The issues discussed 
included the governance of cyberspace in addressing 
fake news, falsehoods, and misinformation/disinfor-
mation, role of social media “influencers”, managing of 
the use of ICTs and social media platforms for informa-
tion crowdsourcing, and state support for citizen 
peacekeeping initiatives on ICT platforms. The FGD 
was divided into two sessions and were moderated by 
the Executive Director of ASEAN-IPR Mr. I Gusti Agung 
Wesaka Puja and ASEAN Studies Center Senior Re-
searcher, Ms. Pulung Setiosuci Perbawani.

The FGD was held in  hybr id  and attended by 
representatives from the Governing Council (GC), Ad-
visory Body (AB), ASEAN Women for Peace Registry 
(AWPR), and numerous think-tanks from across ASEAN 
member states. The purpose of this FGD is to bring to-
gether various views on ICT empowerment in peace 
reconciliation as well as provide a platform for collab-
oration and cooperation among think tanks in the re-
gion.

During this occasion, the Executive Director of 
ASEAN-IPR,  Mr. I Gusti Agung Wesaka Puja paid a cour-
tesy call on the Rector of Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
Prof. Ir. Panut Mulyono, and the Executive Director of 
the ASEAN Studies Center, Dr Dafri Agussalim.

T

H.E. Amb. I Gusti Wesaka Puja - Dr. Dafri Agussalim
ASEAN Studies Center Office
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	 o  o f f i c i a t e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  n e w  y e a r,  t h e  C o u n t r y  C o o r d i n a t o r s  M e e t i n g  o f   t h e
	 N A C T  w a s  h e l d  i n v i t i n g  a l l  c o u n t r y  c o o r d i n a t o r s  o f  t h e  N A C T  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g 
	 of  Fr iday,  19 March 2021.  The co-host for  these meetings was NAC T Vietnam. As 
the focal  point for  Indonesia,  the ASEAN Studies Center was represented by Executive 
Director,  Dr Dafr i  Agussal im.  The coordinators gathered to discuss the general  theme, 
sustainable development,  and work ing group proposals  for  the upcoming NAC T Work ing 
Group meetings.

THE NETWORK OF ASEAN-CHINA THINK TANKS (NACT)
COUNTRY COORDINATORS MEETING 
19 March 2021

T

Institutional Overview

A f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  s e v e r a l  t h e m e s 
p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t r y  c o o r d i -
n a t o r s ,  t h e  meeting concluded that 
the general  theme of  the 2021 NAC T 
Work ing Group (NAC T W G )  m e e t -
i n g  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  M u l t i l a t e r a l i s m 
i n  P r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  P o s t - P a n d e m -
i c  Recover y.  The upcoming NAC T WG 
meetings wil l  be co-hosted by NAC T 
Singapore and NAC T Indonesia,  ten-
tatively in the mid-2021.  NAC T In-
donesia,  represented by the ASEAN 

Studies Center,  wil l  highlight the issue of  civi l  society organisations (CSOs)  and how 
they have enrol led themselves during the pandemic as well  as  the potential  role they 
could play in the journey towards the post-pandemic world.  This  theme is  par t icular ly 
per t inent as many have been brought to their  k nees by the effects of  the pandemic and 
the necessar y measures taken in both social  and economic aspects.  By look ing at  ways 
that CSOs have helped to al leviate the tension,  ASEAN could include this  in their  future 
policies.



7

CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON THE CHAIRMANSHIP 
PROMOTING ASEAN WORKERS FOR COMPETITIVENESS, 
RESILIENCE, AND AGILITY ON THE FUTURE OF WORK
11 February 2021

	 s  C h a i r  o f  t h e  A S E A N  L a b o u r  M i n i s t e r s ’ M e e t i n g  ( A L M M )  p e r i o d  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2 ,  t h e 
	 Indonesian Ministry of Labour held a consultative meeting with other relevant Ministries
	 and ASEAN Studies Centers’, including the ASEAN Studies Center of Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
to discuss their work plan for its Chairmanship. The theme of the Chairmanship this period is 
“Promoting ASEAN Workers for Competitiveness, Resilience, and Agility on the Future of Work”. The 
Meeting took place from 9-11 February 2021 and was held in hybrid. Among the many important topics, 
the meeting discussed Indonesia’s potential strength in the labour sector from the perspective of ASEAN 
foreign policy, priorities of the labour sector in supporting the Indonesia ASEAN Chairmanship 2023, and 
Indonesia’s role in the labour sector in the ASCC Pillar. The ASEAN Studies Center was represented by 
Research Manager, Tunggul Wicaksono.

A

Institutional Overview
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BINCANG ASEAN ON ASC MONOGRAPH 2020 
SMALL STATES, STRONG SOCIETIES: 
ESSAYS ON COVID-19 RESPONSES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
19 January 2021

O	 n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  f i r s t  A S E A N  S t u d i e s  C e n t e r  M o n o g r a p h , 	
	 The Programme Division of ASC UGM collaborated with The Research Division of ASC UGM
	 to held Bincang ASEAN Series on ASC Monograph 2020,  entit led “S mall  Sta tes, 
S t r o n g  S o c i e t i e s :  E s s a y s  o n  C o v i d - 1 9  R e s p o n s e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ”.  T h e  w e b i n a r 
succeed to invites contr ibutors and the editors of  the monograph to talk about ASEAN 
Member State respond towards the pandemic of  COVID-19.  The discussion highlighted 
t h r e e  a s p e c t s  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  C o v i d - 1 9  r e s p o n s e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a :  t h e 
differ ing degree of  state capacity,  the resi l ience of  society,  and the regional  coopera-
t ion.  With the success of  this  discussion,  ASEAN Studies Center UGM wil l  continue to 
publish Monograph Series in the future.

Programs
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THE NETWORK OF ASEAN-CHINA THINK TANKS (NACT)
ANNUAL MEETING 
19 March 2021

T	 h e  2 0 2 1  N AC T  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g,  w h i c h  a l s o  m a r k s  t h e  3 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  	
	 A S E A N - C h i n a  D i a l o g u e  R e l a t i o n s ,  w a s  h e l d  o n  M a r c h  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 .  I n  h i s  o p e n i n g 	
	 remarks,  Pres ident  of  China Foreign Affa i rs  Univers i t y  (CFAU) ,  Xu J ian,  stated that 
in  t imes of  d i f f icult ies  where the COVID -19 pandemic  chal lenges  mult i latera l ism,  i t  i s 
the region’s  u l t imate f ight  to  curb the v i rus’s  spread whi le  at  the same t ime strength-
en the commitment  in  regional  par tnership in  coping with the adverse  impac ts  on the 
socia l  and economic  sec tor.

O n  a  s i m i l a r  n o t e ,  D r .  N g u y e n  H u n g  S o n ,  t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  D i p l o m a t i c 
Academy of  Viet  Nam (DAV ) ,  ack nowledged that  the forum could be a  plat form to dis-
cuss  and comprehend each v iew on the Southeast  As ia  region’s  development.  On this 
occas ion,  the panel  i s  expec ted to  promote good re lat ionships  and br ing prosper i t y  to 
the par t ies.  As  an essent ia l  d ia logue par tner,  a  substant ive  par tnership among NAC T 
m e m b e r s  i s  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  i d e a l  r e g i o n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I n  r e g a r d s  t o 
current  chal lenges,  the foundat ion of  the cooperat ion must  be based on responsibi l i t y 
and responsiveness.

The moderated discuss ion was attended by nine keynote speakers  f rom each of 
NAC T members  and was par ted into t wo panels ;  (1)  Economy and Sustainable  De -
velopment  in  ASEAN –  China Relat ions,  moderated by Dr.  To M inh Tu (DAV ) ,  and 
(2)  Economy and Sustainable  Development  in  ASEAN –  China Relat ions,  moderat-
ed by Prof.  Guo Yanjun (CFAU) .  NAC T I ndonesia  was  represented by M rs.  Yul ida 
Nuraini  Santoso (Managing Direc tor  of  ASEAN Studies  Center,  Univers i tas  G adjah 
Mada)  with  a  research paper  t i t led “Achieving Sustainable  Development  Goals  by 
2030:  Reducing the G ap of  I nequal i t y  through ASEAN- China Trade Relat ions.” I n 
her  statement,  M rs.  Yul ida proposed ways  for ward in  eradicat ing inequal i t y,  such 
as  strengthening the par tnership bet ween China and ASEAN,  which is  based on 
mutual  benef i ts  and exchanging innovat ion among internat ional  organizat ions.

The meet ing was concluded with a  hope to  enhance the understanding and mutual 
t rust  bet ween China and ASEAN member  states,  as  wel l  as  exchanging k nowledge 
and perspec t ive  to  ensure stabi l i t y,  res i l ience,  and development  in  the region.

Programs
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WEBINAR SERIES IRRC FISIP UNIVERSITAS JEND. ACHMAD YANI (UNJANI) 
EXAMINING SOUTHEAST ASIA’S POLITICAL TIDES 
25 February 2021

A	 w e b i n a r  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  E x a m i n i n g  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ’s  P o l i t i c a l  T i d e s  w a s  h e l d
	 b y  I R R C  F I S I P  U n i v e r s i t a s  J e n d e r a l  A c h m a d  Ya n i  ( U N J A N I )  v i a  Z o o m  v i d e o 	
	 conference.  Tunggul  Wicaksono represented ASEAN Studies  Center  as  a  keynote 
speaker  and del ivered a  speci f ic  theme about  “ E x p a n d i n g  U S  D o m i n a n ce  v i s - à - v i s  C h i -
n a’s  E m e r g i n g  Powe r  -  W h a t  Wi l l  I t  M e a n  f o r  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ? ” .  The discuss ion covers 
prominent  issues  in  the Quadr i latera l  S ecur i t y  Dia logue,  the pol ic y  ar rangement  in  the 
I ndo -Paci f ic  region,  and the prospec t ive  cooperat ion among the United States,  China, 
and ASEAN member  states.  The webinar  concluded how the US maintains  i ts  posit ion 
in  the S outheast  As ia  region,  how does  Joe Biden navigate  the S ino -US r ival r y,  and the 
Quad’s  consequences  for  ASEAN countr ies,  especia l ly  I ndonesia .

Towards  the 21st  centur y,  the geopol i t ica l  amalgamation bet ween the I ndi-
an Ocean and the Paci f ic  Ocean had become increas ingly  palpable  in  terms 
of  power  dynamics  among nat ions.  As  the arena of  mar i t ime interest ,  the 
I ndo -Paci f ic  has  become the strategic  a im to demonstrate  power  both po -
l i t ica l ly  and economical ly.  Whi le  the US seeks  to  regain i ts  sphere of  inf lu-
ence in  the region,  China’s  growing power  seems to  be chal lenging.  The 
I ndo -Paci f ic  mult i latera l ism vis ion of  f ree  and open trade ins inuates  the 
e lus ive  concept ;  moreover,  d ivers i t y  remains  a  test .  St i l l ,  the par t ies  are 
eager  to  make the agreement  set  in  place,  espec i a l l y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ’ 
n e w  p i v o t  t o  A s i a  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  a  n e w  p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ,  J o e  B i d e n . 
S u p p o s e  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  w o r k  o f  t h e  U S ,  Japan,  Austra l ia ,  and I ndia  under 
The Quadr i latera l  Secur i t y  Dia logue ( The Quad)  would cher ish S outheast 
As ian nat ions,  what  would China’s  response to  the geopol i t ica l  shi f t?  What 
are  the outcomes for  prospec t ive  cooperat ion?  This  paper  seeks  to  answer 
these quest ions  by examining the strategic  pol i t ica l  agenda of  the US v is-
à-v is  China.  I t  fur ther  e x p l a i n s  I n d o n e s i a ’s  p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o 
s u p e r p o w e r s .  T h e  fol lowing sec t ions  expand on and elaborate  on these 
arguments.

“

“

Based on the theme mentioned above,  Tunggul  Wicaksono,  co -authored by Diaz  Kur-
niawan,  wrote  a  paper  and submitted i t  to  Univers i tas  Jenderal  Achmad Yani ’s  annual 
publ icat ion.  The fol lowing is  the paper ’s  abstrac t .
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ASC POLICY BRIEF 2020
THE ASEAN COMMISSION ON THE PROMOTION AND 
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN (ACWC) AT 10: FORGING AHEAD
6 January 2021

T	 h e  A S E A N  S t u d i e s  C e n t e r  r e l e a s e d  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  “ T h e  A S E A N 
	 C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  P r o m o t i o n  a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  W o m e n 
	 a n d  C h i l d r e n  (AC WC )  a t  1 0 :  Fo r g i n g  A h e a d ”.  The pol ic y  br ief  was  authored by 
Yul ida Nuraini  Santoso and Dio Herdiawan Tobing.  I n  a  t ime where the global  pandemic 
has  hit  ever y  corner  of  the wor ld,  the AC WC ’s  anniversar y  could not  be more re levant , 
as  in  S outheast  As ia ,  women and chi ldren are  adversely  and dispropor t ionately  af -
fec ted.  This  br ief  engages the repor t  of  AC WC+10 and maps pol ic y  prospec ts  to  br ing 
AC WC to the f ront  l ine  and center  of  women and chi ldren’s  r ights  advancement  in  the 
region.  The publ icat ion endeavors  to  disseminate cr i t ica l  topics  in  the academic  com-
munit y  and br ing greater  meaning to  the developing narrat ives.

Full access on: 
ugm.id/ASCPolicyBrief2020

“

“

http://ugm.id/ASCPolicyBrief2020
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ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN BOOK | SHAPE-SEA
A GROWING STIGMA: THE DANGER OF DISCRIMINATING AGAINST 
THE RIGHTS OF HEALTHCARE WORKERS
4 February 2021

I	 n  F e b r u a r y  4 t h  2 0 2 1 ,  S H A P E - S E A  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  b o o k  w h i c h  c o m p i l e d 
	 o p - e d  a r t i c l e s  s u b m i t t e d  o n  t h e i r  D i g i t a l  P r o j e c t  –  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  i n 
	 C r i s i s :  O p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  H u m a n  R i g h t s  a n d  Pe a ce  i n  t h e  Ti m e  o f  C ov i d - 1 9 . 
One of  the ar t ic les  publ ished within  this  book was  wr i t ten by our  Research Analyst  & 
Program Coordinator,  Muhammad Diaz  Kurniawan.  H is  manuscr ipt  was  t i t led “A  G r ow-
i n g  S t i g m a :  T h e  D a n g e r  o f  D i s c r i m i n a t i n g  Ag a i n s t  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  H e a l t h ca r e  Wo r ke r s ”, 
where he highl ighted issues  re lated to  healthcare  workers  when the Covid-19 pandem-
ic  began in  I ndonesia . 

The healthcare  workers  had to  carr y  their  dut ies  despite  the l imited avai labi l i t y  of 
essent ia l  Personal  Protec t ive  Equipment  (PPE)  within  the f i rst  three to  four  months 
af ter  Covid-19 pandemic  was  of f ic ia l ly  announced to  have transmitted in  I ndonesia  on 
March 2nd last  year.  Addit ional ly,  these healthcare  workers  have a lso received discr im-
inat ion by the societ y,  where people  began to  ban them to enter  houses  as  they are 
afra id  those healthcare  workers  might  t ransmit  v i rus  in  the neighbourhood. 

Some cases  were a lso  repor ted where people  refused the bur ia l  of  healthcare  work-
ers  who died due to  exposure to  the Covid-19.  There  were a lso  many news highl ight-
ing how people  in  some c i t ies  and smal l  v i l lages  in  I ndonesia  drove away a  group of 
healthcare  workers  who were about  to  pick  up pat iens  suspec ted of  being exposed to 
the Covid-19.  Such st igma within  I ndonesian societ y  wi l l  eventual ly  adversely  impac t 
the avai labi l i t y  of  healthcare  ser v ices  and the per formance of  healthcare  workers  in 
t reat ing pat ients.  I n  h is  ar t ic le,  Diaz  a lso  suggested poss ible  way to  suppress  such 
st igma through socia l  campaign which could encourage people  to  appreciate  the work 
of  healthcare  workers.

“

“Full access on: 
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-
web.pdf

https://shapesea.com/publication/southeast-asia-infected-and-interrupted-elevating-critical-voices-on-the-state-of-human-rights-and-peace-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://shapesea.com/publication/southeast-asia-infected-and-interrupted-elevating-critical-voices-on-the-state-of-human-rights-and-peace-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-web.pdf
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-web.pdf
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-web.pdf
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-web.pdf
https://shapesea.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SHAPE-SEA-Covid-19-Book-web.pdf
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ARTICLE RELEASE ON
ASEAN NOTES
ugm.id/ASEANNotes

T	 he r e  w e r e  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  o f  A S E A N  n o t e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  o n  A S C  U G M 
	 w e b s i t e .  T h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  “ T h e  U n n e r v i n g  A c t  E a s t  P o l i c y  a n d  t h e 
	 U n i n t e r e s t e d  A S E A N ”  was  submitted by Habibah Hasnah Hermanadi .  She is  an 
independent  pol i t ica l  researcher  with a  master ’s  degree f rom the Depar tment  of  Pol i t -
ica l  S c ience,  Univers i t y  of  Delhi ,  I ndia .  I n  her  ar t ic le,  she highl ighted about  the re la-
t ions  bet ween I ndia  and Southeast  As ia ,  where I ndia  seems to  be lack  of  foreign pol i -
c y  maneuvers  that  are  catered to  the socioeconomic- cultural  and values  in  Southeast 
As ia .  However,  I ndia  keeps t r y ing to  strengthen re lat ions  with ASEAN by establ ishing 
the ASEAN-I ndia  Research Tra ining Fel lowship in  2018.  I ndia  uses  i ts  sof t  power  capaci -
t y  to  reach out  to  Southeast  As ia  through research and development  in  technology and 
sc ience.

Another  ASEAN Note submiss ion was wr i t ten by Yul ida Nuraini  Santoso (M anaging Di-
rec tor  of  ASC UGM),  and co -authored by G ading Gumilang Putra  (Nat ional  I nformation 
& Advocac y O ff icer  for  Jesuit  Refugee S er vice  I ndonesia) .  The ar t ic le  i s  t i t led “Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers  in  ASEAN:  Suggested Remedies”,  where they quest ioned on what 
ac t ions  that  can be done by the internat ional  communit ies  to  push the ASEAN Pol ic y-
makers  to  pr ior i t ize  the issue of  refugees  and asylum seekers  on their  agenda.  I n  the 
end of  their  ar t ic le,  s ix  poss ible  opt ions  to  help remedy the s i tuat ion regarding refu-
gees  and asylum seekers  in  the region were a lso  suggested.

“ T h e  U n n e r v i n g  A c t  E a s t  P o l i c y  a n d  t h e  U n i n t e r e s t e d  A S E A N ”

“ Re f ug e e s  a n d  A s y l u m  S e e ke r s  i n  A S E A N :  S ugg e s t e d  Re m e d i e s”

http://ugm.id/ASEANNotes
https://asc.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/2021/03/05/the-unnerving-act-east-policy-and-the-uninterested-asean/
https://asc.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/2021/03/26/5181/
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The third  ar t ic le  ent i t led “Norms Competing,  East  or  West  in  ASEAN” was  submitted by Seon 
Young Yang,  a  S enior  Research O ff icer  in  the M iss ion of  the Republ ic  of  Korea to  ASEAN.  I n 
her  ar t ic le,  she highl ighted about  how ASEAN has  paved i ts  way to  sur vive  and develop re -
gional  integrat ion for  more than f ive  decades.  Despite  a l l  obstacles  in  real iz ing i ts  regional 
integrat ion,  ASEAN has  achieved ex ternal  par t ies’ engagement  and made ASEAN relevant  to 
var ious  stakeholders.  ASEAN embraced guest  countr ies  that  have expressed and unvei led new 
norms to  bui ld  good re lat ions  with the region.  However,  ASEAN wi l l  a lways  have the r ight  to 
choose the best  opt ions  avai lable  amidst  the competing norms accentuated by those ex ternal 
par t ies.

Al l  ar t ic les  mentioned above were reviewed careful ly  to  meet  the inst i tut ion’s  standards. 
Under  the ASEAN Notes  plat form,  we highly  encourage scholars  to  publ ish  their  academics 
wr i t ings.

“ N o r m s  C o m p e t i n g,  E a s t  o r  We s t  i n  A S E A N ”

Programs

https://asc.fisipol.ugm.ac.id/2021/03/23/norms-competing-east-or-west-in-asean/
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